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 KINGSTONE & THRUXTON GROUP PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of an ordinary meeting of the parish council held on Wednesday 7th February 2024
At 19.00 in Kingstone Village Hall, Green Lane, Kingstone, Hereford

Present: 
Cllr David Bailey, Cllr Neil Howard, Cllr Colin Knight, Cllr Denise Lloyd, Cllr Colin Pugh (Chairman), Cllr Paula Rawbone, Cllr David Rea, Cllr Christina Richards, Cllr Lynne Thorne and Cllr Colin Warrillow (Vice-chairman) 

In attendance:
John Anderson (Webmaster), Matthew Cobb (Lengthsman), Lisa Lewis (Parish Clerk), Paul Neate (Footpaths Officer) and Three members of the public. 

	Agenda Ref
	Minutes

	1.
	Co-option of members to fill casual vacancies. It was noted that one application had been received from Leah Dunsmuir, she introduced herself and it was RESOLVED by a unanimous vote to co-opt her as a member. The Declaration of Acceptance of Office was duly signed. The register of interest form was provided to be returned within 28 days to the monitoring officer.  


	2.
	Apologies for absence:- None Received.


	3.

	To receive declarations of interest & written requests for dispensation  
Cllr P Rawbone declared a non-pecuniary interest in items 7.3 & 10. Record book signed. 
Cllr L Thorne declared a non-pecuniary interest in item 7.3. Record book signed. 
Cllr D Lloyd declared a non-pecuniary interest in item 9.4. Record book signed. 


	4.
	Approval of minutes and sign from ordinary parish council meeting held on Wednesday 6th December 2023. It was RESOLVED to adopt the minutes as a true record, and they were duly signed by the chairman.


	5.
5.1



	Members of the Public made comments on the following points:- No points raised. 
 5.1 Clerk’s Report  
Correspondence: 
Email received from a member of the public querying the increase in precept of 45% from 2023/24 and clerks salary of 72%. Also query regarding the safer roads fund. Member of the public had been referred to October minutes confirming changes to clerks contract. Clerk to respond to advise that the council wish to achieve more in the village and have traditionally had a very low precept, there are also more houses in the village. The chairman confirmed the following breakdown:-
Based on the current tax base, the precept request for Kingstone & Thruxton of £27,536 equates to £49.20 per household at Band D. This is an increase of £13.71 per annum or £1.37 per month over 10 months for a property in Band D. When taking into account the national average for 2023/24 of £79.71 the council feel the increase is reasonable for what they wish to achieve. With regard to the safer roads fund, an application has been made for funding of Speed indicator devices in the village. 
To note Church vandalism. It was noted that the oak panels in the church porch had been vandalised. It was noted that the parish council can now consider donation requests from Churches following guidance from HALC.
Updates 
· Funding received for Kingstone Food Club. Terms and Conditions reviewed and discussed with Cllr Rawbone. Dates set out in the Poster and circulated. 
· Cooks Lane – Whitfield have requested their contractors carry out a trim back of the hedge. Cllr Warrillow confirmed this has been cut. 
· Cllrs Lloyd and Rawbone wish the council to formally thank the volunteers for planting bulbs throughout the village. Clerk will submit the locations to Herefordshire Council to obtain the cultivation licences. Confirmation of locations planted with bulbs to be sent to the clerk. 
· Consider adoption of an Action Log to keep track of decisions made at meetings
Planning Decisions – FOR INFORMATION ONLY 
None to note. 
 

	6.
6.1
6.2
6.3












6.4



6.5



6.6










6.7
6.8

	Verbal Reports
Local Policing Team – Not Present 
Ward Cllr Reported – Not Present 
Lengthsman Reported:-
· Reports have been submitted. Query over ditches request, it was confirmed that these have been reported to BBLP. 
· The lengthsman advised he has changed the plan set out by the council as the drainage is a priority before general cleaning. 
· He would like to arrange a drive around with the Locality Steward, clerk to arrange this to include a member of the council. 
· All areas have been checked as the village routes are driven regularly. He is carrying out 2 maintenance days per month. 
· Visibility at the cross roads by the pub is restricted due to hedging. Clerk to report to BBLP. 
· Trees bordering Seven Site – these have already been reported. 
· Hedging on the C1121, Lagan Development. Management Committee in place called First Port. 
· Allotment Hedge, clerk to speak to Plot Holder Representative. 
Village Hall Committee reported:
· New Fire Doors have been ordered. 
· Lots of bookings. 
· Walls are to be replastered where the leak occurred. 
Sports Association Reported - Not Present. 
· It was noted that an additional representative from the Parish Council is required and Colin knight was proposed and it was RESOLVED unanimously for him to represent the parish council along with Cllr Pugh. 
Parish Footpath Office (PFO) Reported: 
· Bridge that was washed away in January and stile have been repaired by Herefordshire Council. 
· BT path has been kept clear by him. Following earlier correspondence, BT are now saying the path is unregistered and not their responsibility to maintain. Clerk to look into. 
· A closed path near Clehonger had been reported to him for inspection due to a tree falling onto the footbridge causing damage. Reported to HC. 
· Cottons Meadow – Overgrown Lamp post blocking light reported along with trees. 
· Dog fouling signs have been cut down throughout the parish. Clerk to obtain prices for alternative options. Add to next agenda. 
· Boggy Path extension to be re-requested. 
· The parish council extended their thanks to Paul for all his work. 
Bike Track: No updates. Maintenance to take place in spring. 
Allotments – No updates. There are several plots available. It was RESOLVED to advertise the spaces. It was noted that one Plotholder Representative was no longer in post.  
 

	7.
7.1
7.2

7.3

7.4
7.5

7.6
7.7


7.8

7.9

7.10
	Financial Reports
The payments list for January and February, as shown in appendix 1 was APPROVED. 
Banking - Bank balances and reconciliation for November and December 2023 were noted and statements were signed by the signatories. 
Village Hall insurance contribution request – It was noted that a donation form for this should be completed in line with all other requests. Cllr Rawbone to notify, clerk to send form. 
Grant request from Kingstone Sports Association - it was RESOLVED to defer this item. 
It was RESOLVED by a unanimous vote to employ the services of HALC for the internal audit. Clerk to arrange and thank the previous auditor.
The clerks response to the Public Space Protection Order was noted and agreed. 
The use of a credit card for purchases by the clerk was considered and it was RESOLVED by a unanimous vote to proceed with obtaining a corporate card through the current banking provider, Unity Trust Bank with a total limit of £1,000. Clerk to draft a credit card policy for adoption at the next meeting. 
The switch to a .gov website and email address for the council and individual councillors was considered and it was RESOLVED by a majority vote to proceed. Clerk to obtain details. 
It was RESOLVED by a unanimous vote to provide the clerk with a scheme of delegation for spending up to the limit on each budget item. 
It was RESOLVED  by a unanimous vote to provide the clerk with a scheme of delegation to respond to planning applications outside of a meeting in line with the parish council’s current planning policy. 

	8.




8.1
	Planning 
240002 - Church Nook, Kingstone, Hereford, Herefordshire HR2 9ET. - Application for variation of a condition 2 of permission 210545/FH (Proposed extension and alterations) - to allow re-design of extensions -The application was considered and it was RESOLVED to respond in support of the application with no comments to make. 
Neighbourhood Development Plan – it was RESOLVED by a unanimous vote to proceed with a review of the current plan and for the clerk to access any grants that become available. 

	9.
9.1

9.2

9.3

9.4











9.5

9.6



9.7



9.8
	Highways and Environmental Matters
An update from Herefordshire Council was noted. It was confirmed that a plan should be available to the parish imminently. 
It was noted and APPROVED that a grant application had been submitted to the ‘Safer Roads Fund’ for £10,000 in respect of SiDS.
Bench at the Church Triangle – Quote not yet received. It was RESOLVED to defer until the new tree is in place. Clerk to follow up with the Estate regarding the replacement tree. 
Remembrance Memorial Plans for Whitehouse Drive Field 
· Councillor Warrillow provided an overview of the plans. 
· The plans had been circulated to Councillors prior to the meeting. 
· A working group meeting had taken place. 
· S.106 money is to be used if the project goes ahead, ongoing maintenance costs will be the parish council’s responsibility. There is a possibility of obtaining a grant from Herefordshire Council for the trees. 
· Query about whether the S.106 money could also be used for the green area at the village hall. Clerk to clarify. 
· It was RESOLVED by a majority vote to proceed with a public consultation prior to tenders being gathered. Cllr Denise Lloyd voted against this motion. The plans will be made available online, on the noticeboard, on social media, TTN and via a face-to-face consultation. 
An application for the ‘Local Authority Treescape Fund’ can be considered as part of item 9.4. Initial information sought by the clerk. 
Bulb Planting – Bulbs are all planted. The parish council wish to formally thank the following volunteers:-
Dave Rea, Amanda Bailey, Colin and Sue Warrillow, Colin and Jenny knight, Leah Dunsmuir, Paula Rawbone, Jon and Gemma Johnson and family and their neighbour Robin. Once the bulbs are through, photos to be added to TTN update and social media. 
Bins, litter removal in village – It was noted that the clerk is awaiting advice from planning regarding bins at the Lagan Homes development. Request to move the bin situated near the doctors surgery closer to the bus stop, further information to be sent through. Cllr Dunsmuir would like to organise a litter picking group, clerk to liaise with her. 
The mowing quotes of £1,350 in total received from Doug Addis for the 2024 period were considered and it was RESOLVED by a unanimous vote to proceed with the quotes. Clerk to instruct and pass on thanks. 


	10.
10.1








10.2
	Kingstone Food Share  
Update provided by Cllr Rawbone. It was noted that the easiest way to obtain goods and items required for the food share was by purchase of a prepaid gift card, to be topped up as required until the grant money is utilised, it was RESOLVED by a unanimous vote to proceed on this basis. 
Clerk to notify Environmental Health so that the food share can be added to the register – it was RESOLVED to proceed. 
It was noted that Cllr Howard had obtained additional funding of £200 from the Masonic Lodge. It was noted that proof of address is required on entry, admittance by non-residents of Kingstone or Thruxton will be refused. The local shop had raised concerns about loss of business, it was RESOLVED to approach the business regarding the purchase of items directly from them. 
Terms and conditions of the Grant – have been reviewed by Cllr Rawbone and the Clerk and will be circulated for information. 


	11.
11.1


11.2
	Kingstone Consolidated Charities  
It was noted that the current constitution of the charity requires five trustees, this is currently down to two and the money is currently held in the parish council account. Cllr Warrillow and the clerk had met with one of the current trustees and an official meeting of the charity is to be arranged for March. 
It was RESOLVED by a unanimous vote to proceed with the parish council being the sole trustee for the charity subject to the relevant paperwork being completed with the charity commission and agreement from the charity trustees. 

	12.
	Training 
An in-house training session was held on the 31st January 2024 and was felt to be very beneficial. 
The new training schedule has been circulated, Cllrs to advise the clerk of any training they wish to undertake. 

	13.
	Items for the next agenda
· Vandalism 
· Defibrillator Training 

	14.
14.1
	Date of next parish council meeting is Wednesday 6th March 2024.  
There was a majority vote to hold a separate Parish Meeting in May. Clerk to obtain dates for agreement at the next meeting. Add to agenda. 



	
	Meeting closed at 20:48pm. 





SIGNED…………………………………………………………		DATED…………………………….
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